Trout in the Classroom

Trout in the Classroom (TIC) was started over 20 years ago and has expanded across the country from New Jersey to California and from the North Eastern states to Georgia. Recently started in Montgomery County Maryland by Potomac-Patuxent Trout Unlimited, the program has now expanded into Frederick County. Members of the local Mid Atlantic Council-Federation of Fly Fishers (MAC-FFF) affiliated club, Potomac Valley Fly Fishers, are providing technical support for three middle schools in the county. 

TIC provides a way for youngsters to be stewards of our environment through the experience of receiving trout eggs, observing hatching, raising the hatchlings (alevins) into fry and then to the fingerling stage for subsequent release in a nearby watershed. Along the way students gain an understanding of the importance of clean water, of protecting our environment, and of the preservation and enhancement of natural resources. Raising trout is a hands-on activity that engages students and helps to connect them to real-life water quality issues, fish and wildlife issues and problems and inspires them to seek solutions.
TIC is a program where teachers and students set up an aquarium and incubate trout eggs in their classroom, with the assistance of local organizations like Trout Unlimited (TU) and FFF.   Together, they ensure that all of the equipment has been purchased and is assembled approximately a month before the fish eggs arrive. While the program varies from state to state, in general the teacher and students are responsible for daily maintenance, while the technical advisor is responsible for obtaining permits from the Department of Natural Resources and obtaining a certified egg source. Advisors may also assist with obtaining grants to purchase the equipment. In many cases the clubs assist with TIC by providing money to purchase the food and items replaced yearly.
Each school is different, but in general several volunteer students maintain the water and feed the fish. These students are the primary care takers and mentors for other students. They are also called upon to talk to classmates about the project and what they are learning about the environment and clean water as a result of TIC.

In Frederick County Maryland, three schools are currently raising approximately 900 trout. In Montgomery County many more schools are involved. It is hoped that more schools in Frederick County will get involved next year and that the program will continue into neighboring counties. FFF and TU members that are involved in the project have the experience of helping to teach young people about the importance of clean water. These mentors may also get an opportunity to take a student fishing and teach fly fishing.
TIC is already started in all the MAC-FFF states and the District of Columbia. If you have a child in elementary or middle school (even some high schools are participating) please ask their teachers to get involved in this program. If you would like to participate as an advisor, please contact me and I will make every effort to assist you in contacting people in your area involved in TIC. You can obtain additional information about TIC on our web site where I will have links to TIC related information.

This is a wonderful program to inspire youth to become involved in environmental issues and to inspire youngsters to be involved in outdoor activities like fly fishing
John Brognard

Conservation VP
